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SUBJECT: SOVIET PRESS REVIEWS GEORGE KENNAN'S NEW BOOK 

SUMMARY: BOTH IZVESTIYA AND PRAVDA HAVE COMMENTED FAVORABLY 
ON GEORGE KENNAN'S NEW BOOK. SELECTIVE QUOTES FROM THE BOOK 
ENABLE SOVIET PROPAGANDISTS TO EXPAND ON SEVERAL THEMES IN 
RECENT CAMPAIGN OF STEPPED UP ATTACKS ON U.S. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IZVESTIYA OF JULY 1 1 AND PRAVDA OF JULY 12 CARRY ARTICLES 
ON GEORGE KENNAN'S NEW BOOK, THE CLOUD OF DANGER (AS TRANS- 
LATED BY TASS). THE MORE SUBSTANTIAL OF THESE IS PRAVDA 
BOOK REVIEW BY GERASIMOV. IT QUOTES AT LENGTH FROM 
KENNAN AND CONCLUDES WITH THE ADVICE THAT THE WORK BE 
PLACED IN THE REFERENCE LIBRARIES OF THE WHITE HOUSE AND 
STATE DEPARTMENT. CURRENT TOPICS ARE BARELY TOUCHED ON IN 
THE TWO ARTICLES, BUT BOTH CITE WITH APPROVAL 
KENNAN'S URGING THAT THE WEST ACCEPT THE SOVIET PROPOSAL FOR 
NON-FIRST-USE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS. 
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2. GERASIMOV BEGINS HIS ARTICLE BY CITING KENNAN'S 
EARLY ROLE IN THE COLD WAR BUT POINTS OUT THAT HIS 
VIEWS HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY UNDERGONE "A SIGNIFICANT 
EVOLUTION IN THE DIRECTION OF COMMON SENSE." GERASIMOV S 
KENNAN DISDAINFULLY DISMISSES ALL THOSE WHO OPPOSE 
DETENTE OR EVEN QUESTION SOVIET MOTIVES AS HOPELESSLY 
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AND WILLFULLY MISINFORMED. KENNAN'S CRITICISMS OF 
AMERICAN LIFE ARE RECOUNTED IN DETAIL AND THE OVERALL 
IMPRESSION OF THE BOOK IS THAT OF AN ILL-TEMPERED 
PHILIPPIC AGAINST A STUBBORN AND WRONGHEADED PEOPLE. 

3. COMMENT: EMBASSY HAS NOT SEEN KENNAN BOOK AND 
WE ARE RELUCTANT TO JUDGE THE BOOK BY ITS SOVIET 
REVIEWS. ITS PUBLICATION AT THIS TIME, HOWEVER, 

ENABLES THE SOVIETS TO REPEAT THEMES WHICH HAVE 
BEEN PROMINENT IN RECENT MONTHS, INCLUDING THE 
BANEFUL INFLUENCE OF ANTI-SOVIETISM IN THE U.S., THE 
SHORTCOMINGS OF LIFE IN THE U.S., AND THE NEED TO 
COOPERATE ON ARMS CONTROL MEASURES. CURRENT 
ADMINISTRATION POLICIES ARE NOT MENTIONED, BUT IT 
IS Cl .EAR THAT SOVIETS HOPE TO TURN KENNAN'S 
ARGUMENTS AGAINST THESE POLICIES. TOON 
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